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While it is theoretically true that women can perform
about as well as men those tasks in which the Muslim middle
classes are engaged, in fact they do not perform them., The
productive system, confined as it" is within the rigid imperial-
ist framework, cannot expand to absorb all the middle-class
men, even ; and women cannot enter it because they would
most definitely not be welcome. If it were expanding fast,
they would enter it whether welcome or not; .but as it is,
the anti-liberal prejudice against them works to keep them
out of the liberal life, and hence perpetuates the situation
out of which the prejudice itself arises. If women were
allowed to take part in the activities of society, they would
soon be performing them well enough to smash down the
outworn ideas; but those ideas are strong enough to slow
down the material process which alone can, and eventually
must, destroy them. (Similarly, even in England, the home
of industrialization and liberalism, the Suffragette movement,
for all its idealist enthusiasm, was not in itself able to achieve
the emancipation of women. That emancipation came when,
during the First World War, women actually performed in
society the tasks previously carried out by the now other-
wise engaged males.)
The segregation of the sexes, which forms the rigid caste
system of Islam, is like the caste system of Hinduism, based
on social function.
. If women were taking part in the productive activities of
society, they would soon have that economic independence
without which they cannot be truly free, and with which
they will necessarily find freedom.
Furthermore, the religious institutions serve to aggravate
the conditions which they express. Pardah is physically,
intellectually, morally, degrading. For instance, it increases
the incidence of tuberculosis and osteomalacia69. Thus, more
than ever woman in Islamic society is in fact inferior to
man.
A consideration of the contemporary peasant society of
India gives instructive comment on our analysis. In the
village and its fields, the women do most certainly take part